
 
October 24, 2016

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION
OFFICE OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING
200 N. SPRING ST., ROOM 559
LOS ANGELES, CA. 90021

     RE:  8150 SUNSET BLVD./LYTTON SAVINGS BANK 
             CASE VTT-723700-CN-1A; CHC-2016-2522-HCM
      
              
             

Dear Council Members,

The Cultural Heritage Commissioners Commissioners unanimously  
approved landmark status for this worthy structure.

It would be hard to not find inspiration in Modern Masters Award 
recipient Kurt Meyer’s elegant Mid-Century Lytton Savings Bank 
building on Sunset Boulevard.  The uniquely articulated elements are 
timeless and one  simply cannot find another one like it. 

Preservation of  this  transformative jewel box of  a building is not only 
important but  presents a unique opportunity to be included in the  
greater continuing architectural  language of  the area’s  development.  
Such  sensitivity  is  more often embraced in the UK and Europe notably 
John McAslan+Partners renovation including re-use, restoration and 
new build of  London’s King’s Cross Station.  Beverly Hills has the Wallis 
Annenberg Center  as an addition to the original classical post office and 
likewise the Marion Davies Guest  House in Santa Monica is  
incorporated into the  Annenberg Community Beach House.   
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When challenges like this are skillfully handled, the benefits forever  go 
to the community as its fabric remains in tact along with a sense of  place 
important to every resident and  every visitor.  The setting and  scale of  
the project should never be overridden by the name  and presumed 
importance of  any architect as it  may  inadvertently create a lasting 
collateral aesthetic dissonance.    8150 Sunset Blvd. is a chance to turn 
the corner with appropriate consideration of   our treasured buildings 
and development opportunities.    

Lytton Savings is a remarkable,  elegant low profile structure which is 
fully capable of  inspiring   development of  the entire property in a 
manner in which acceptable height and mass are compatible with  the 
context of  the setting.  Under those terms  a graceful gateway at the 
border of  West Hollywood and Hollywood would emerge  in keeping 
with the highly treasured diverse  National, State and Local  Historic 
buildings and  multiple Historic Districts  immediately adjacent.   

The authenticity of  the Los Angeles architectural and cultural story will 
be strengthened by architects  that provide an accurate visual dialogue 
rather than erasing  it  at the hands of  development without social 
responsibility.  It is your obligation as council members to recognize and 
engage this type of  high road  vision.    While some may skillfully  
attempt to talk you past  achieving a higher standard, I urge you to  focus 
on this pivotal approach to  preservation and development not on that 
offered by proponents of  the  easier low road   because  it may be “in 
the way”.  There is an opportunity here  to reach a new standard in  
granting  designation on the outstanding merits of  the Lytton Savings 
Building itself  and guiding this project in its proper context.  As Bart 
Lytton stated he had “an obligation to serve the community with 
timeless architecture” and through the hands of  Kurt Meyer, he did.  
You individually and collectively now  have that same obligation to serve 
the community and constituents  you represent for the present and 
future generations of  Los Angeles.
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Sincerely,

Lynn Russell
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